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7KH� ODVW� PRQWK� KDV� VHHQ� D� PDMRU� GHYHORSPHQW� LQ� WKH� 6RFLHW\·V� FDPSDLJQ� IRU� WKH�
UHVXPSWLRQ�RI�%OXH�3ODTXHV�LQ�+LQFNOH\��7KH�6RFLHW\�KDV�EHHQ�SURPLVHG�D�VXP�RI�PRQH\�
IURP� +LQFNOH\� 	� %RVZRUWK� &RXQFLO� WR� HQDEOH� WKUHH� 3ODTXHV� WR� EH� PRXQWHG� LQ� WKH�
FXUUHQW����������ILQDQFLDO�\HDU��,W�LV�HQYLVDJHG�WKDW�WKH�6RFLHW\�ZLOO�SODQ�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�
ZLWK�KHOS�DQG�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�VRXUFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&RXQFLO���
�
7KH�ILUVW�WZR�SODTXHV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQ�KRQRXU�RI�5REHUW�-DPHV�/HHV�������������DQG�
(OL]DEHWK� &R[KHDG� ������������� 7KH� ODWWHU� ODG\�� ERUQ� LQ� +LQFNOH\� LQ� )HEUXDU\� ������
ZDV�WKH�GDXJKWHU�RI�WKH�WKHQ�+HDG�RI�+LQFNOH\�*UDPPDU�6FKRRO��ZKR�DIWHU�VWXG\LQJ�
DW�2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\��ZHQW�RQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�KLJK�TXDOLW\�MRXUQDOLVW�DQG�OLWHUDU\�DXWKRU��
7KH�FHQWHQDU\�RI�KHU�ELUWK�VHHPV�D�ILWWLQJ�WLPH�WR�PDUN�KHU�UROH��5REHUW�-DPHV�/HHV�
ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�8SSHU�%RQG�6WUHHW�LQ�SUHPLVHV�QRZ�XVHG�D�IORULVWV��
�
7KH� 6RFLHW\� KDV� DOUHDG\� UHFHLYHG� YDOXDEOH� DGYLFH� IURP� %LUPLQJKDP� &LYLF� 6RFLHW\��
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�%OXH�3ODTXHV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�VLQFH�������RQ�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�VRXUFLQJ�DQG�
GHVLJQ� 
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Partly in connection with the Blue Plaque campaign, the Society is proposing to organise an 

event in the summer of 2009, to celebrate Hinckley & Bosworth’s little known literary 

heritage. The event will focus on three eminent literary ladies, Elizabeth Coxhead, Charlotte 

Brame and Lady Florence Dixie.  A speaker of national repute has already indicated 

willingness to support the event and speak on Elizabeth Coxhead and the Society is in the 

process of contacting suitable speakers on the other two writers.   

 

The event will focus on just one aspect of the area’s much undervalued and greatly 

undersold literary links (Tourist Board please note) and it is hoped it maybe the precursor of 

further similar events or even a Hinckley & Bosworth Literary Festival …….!!!!!!!!! 

�
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%XV�6WDWLRQ�'HYHORSPHQW�3URSRVDOV��
A shortlist of five preferred developers for 

the Bus Station Development Plan has 

now been announced. All have been 

invited to show off their proposals for this 

key area of the town in a public exhibition 

next month. 

 

The plans and proposals from all five 

developers will be available for all to see 

in the Council Chamber, Argents Mead 

from Wednesday 7th May to Saturday 10th 

May inclusive.  

 

It is hoped that the Society will be asked to 

make a formal submission on the plans, 

though time will be very short, as we 

understand a preferred developer is likely 

to be ‘anointed’ by the end of June and 

any comments and ideas should be made 

to known to the Trustees immediately 

after the May exhibition. 

 

5HJLRQDO�0HHWLQJ�'DWH�IRU�+LQFNOH\�
As mentioned in the last newsletter, 

Hinckley Civic Society is to host the 

quarterly East Midlands Regional 

meetings of Civic Societies. The date is 

SATURDAY 18TH OCTOBER at the Great 

Meeting. It comes just as the revived 

Society will be celebrating its second 

anniversary.  �
�
(OP�/HD�LV�ORVW�
Since the last newsletter, the decision on 

the appeal over the proposals for Elm Lea 

has been announced. Sadly, it now seems 

inevitable the landmark building will be 

soon be just a memory, another part of the 

town’s hosiery heritage lost for ever. 

 

We can all mourn this, but until both 

finance and firm ideas are in place for 

alternatives to speculation on potentially 

unwanted flats, more of the same is likely 

to occur and forthcoming changes in the 

planning process seem likely to accelerate 

this trend.  

 

Our thanks are due to Hugh Beavin, who 

represented the Society at both the original 

planning hearing and the subsequent 

appeal. 

 

$UJHQWV�0HDG�
There are rumours and hints from 

‘informed sources’ that there may be huge 

changes to the Council Office building 

within the foreseeable future. The town 

needs to think very carefully about the 

future use of Argents Mead – potentially a 

very valuable space in the town centre and 

one arguably undervalued and under-

used for many years. Decisions made in 

the next year or so could affect the 

landscape of the town for decades to 

come. 

�
$WNLQV�%XLOGLQJ�
As this newsletter went to press, it was 

reported that North Warwickshire & 

Hinckley College had been successful in 

its bid to secure funding from the 

Learning and Skills Council to assist 
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funding of its Hinckley project. 

Suggestions are that, by 2011, Hinckley 

will have its new town centre student 

campus.  Perhaps some real thought 

should now go into the use of the 

adjoining proposed Creative Arts Centre .. 

can the town find a philanthropic 

benefactor to put some real inspiration 

into this proposed arts project that, thus 

far, seems very sketchy…. (no pun 

intended). 

�
$QG� ILQDOO\� «� RXU� &KDLUPDQ� KDV� D�
'UHDP««�
It seems appropriate on the 40th 

anniversary of his death to repeat the 

immortal words of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Junior, “I have a dream”: I too have a 

dream. My dream is not about integrating 

little children of various racial 

backgrounds but of integrating the 

disparate parts of the town we all love and 

care about – Hinckley.    

 

I dream about having a mandated council 

employee who has a total vision of the 

whole of Hinckley; someone whose vision 

unifies the old and the new in Hinckley so 

that the historic buildings of Hinckley can 

sit side by side with the necessary new 

developments without either seeming out 

of place. I dream of someone who can 

commission a sports facility for the young 

that is in harmony with a recreational 

facility for the not so young and that is not 

out of place next to a building where those 

working days are done can enjoy their 

well-earned summer wine days.  In my 

mind's eye I envision a town where each 

building fulfils its purpose without being 

obtrusive, without its presence 

denigrating its neighbour; where a old 

building sits cheek by jowl with its newer 

neighbour without either seeming out of 

place; where each new building has a 

touch of its constructor. Maybe it could be 

a little touch left by the builder that says “I 

made this”; a different coloured brick; an 

emblem on a brick or impressed into the 

concrete; a conventional brick replaced 

with a glazed brick; something that 

catches the eye and makes a passer-by 

stop and say “I know who made that – he 

built that building over there – see it has 

the same little touch”. I dream of a town 

that enchants a casual visitor and makes 

him want to come on a return visit; a town 

that is joy to both resident and visitor 

alike. I have just been to the annual 

Unitarian General Assembly, which 

climaxed in an Anniversary Service where 

the sermon was entitled “Reasonless Hope 

and Joy”. I'd like to feel the same way 

about Hinckley or maybe I'm just 

dreaming……..          

(Howard Wilkins – Chair). 

 

 

Newsletter Editor – Dr Bob Gibson 

Tel 01455-631636 

e-mail: bob-gibson@btconnect.com 

The financial help of the George Ward Charitable 

Trust in producing this newsletter is gratefully 

acknowledged 

 


